
2010 Annual Meeting and Picnic
Sunday, July 18, 2010

The Southwest Chapter of The Prairie Enthusiasts is hoping you will join us at our newest preserve, Borah Creek Prairie, on Sunday, July 18th.  The festivities will begin at 10 a.m. with a TPE board or directors meeting.  All members are invited to attend.  For those not planning to attend the board meeting, join southwest chapter members on tours of the site.  A picnic lunch will be served at noon.  The Southwest Chapter will provide hot beef sandwiches and drinks in our newly cleaned barn.  Please bring a dish to pass, your own table service and lawn chairs.

After lunch there will be a brief TPE annual meeting followed by a short ceremony transferring the title of Borah Creek Prairie from The Mississippi Valley Conservancy to The Prairie Enthusiasts. There will also be a short, official dedication of Borah Creek Prairie as a State Natural Area by Mark Martin, a representative of the DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources. 

Having given your lunch some time to settle, there will be tours of Borah Creek and two nearby Eldred and Bush Clover Prairies.  Borah Creek Prairie is 138 acres of recovering prairie with a long history of extensive grazing. With the reduction of woody vegetation and numerous invasives, it is the Chapter’s dream to restore to health a host of many rare and threatened species including the federally endangered Prairie Bush-Clover and state-threatened Wooly Milkweed, Prairie Indian Plantain, Hill’s Thistle, Wild Quinine and Pale Purple Coneflower.  With luck one might see grassland birds which use the area including upland sandpiper, eastern kingbird, brown thrasher, dickcissel, eastern meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and bell’s vireo.  

Eldred Prairie and Prairie Bush Clover prairies are within 10 miles of Borah Creek and have their own unique qualities and are well worth a visit.  There will be shuttles or caravans to those prairies for folks wishing to see those prairies.

Borah Creek Prairie is located in southwest Wisconsin about 5 miles southwest of Fennimore.  From Fennimore head west on US Hwy 18. Turn left onto Cemetery Road and right onto Mount Ridge Road for about 3 miles. Mount Ridge Road makes several right angle turns so be sure to stay on the ridge top and do not go straight ahead at the T intersection of Grahm Road.  The access road into Borah Creek Prairie is on the right at 11949 Mount Ridge Road.   Look for the signs and drive down to the barn.

If you wish to stay overnight, there are many lodging facilities in the area around Fennimore to fit every budget: Life O’ Riley Bed and Breakfast www.lifeorileyfarm.com, Northwoods Retreat/Laughing Llama, www.llaughingllama.com, Napp’s Motel, www.nappsmotel.com, and Fenmore Hills Motel and Annex http://www.fenmorehillsmotel.com/. The nearest campground is just a few miles from Borah Creek Prairie, Klondyke Secluded Acres at 6656 Pine Knob Road, Lancaster, WI  53813.  It is a small campground so be sure to call for reservations at (608) 723-2844. 

Please RSVP to Carol Winge (carolwinge@yahoo.com).  Hope to see you there! 


