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Mission Statement of 

The Prairie Enthusiasts 
Adopted September 13, 2001 

 

 

 
 

We seek to ensure the perpetuation and recovery of prairie, oak savanna, and other associated 
ecosystems of the Upper Midwest through protection, management, restoration, and education.   

In doing so, we strive to work openly and cooperatively with private landowners and  
other private and public conservation groups.  
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

This report captures a year of working together to protect, preserve, and maintain our rare and 

endangered prairies and oak savannas. Despite the financial challenges of 2009-10, our staff, board, 

members, and partners were resourceful, ingenious and generous. This year we had more volunteers 

helping us engage a wider breadth of our community than ever before. Thank you for your confidence 

in us and belief that we need to continue to protect these ecosystems, despite hard times. 

 

Our members embrace the TPE mission and feel a personal commitment to the goals. This is shown 

by the 13,493 hours our volunteers spent on prescribed burns, brush clearing, seed collecting, weed 

control, rare species monitoring, and so forth. This kind of commitment is humbling ï and incredibly 

inspiring! 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting the first members of our newest Chapter, the Many Rivers Chapter, 

during their formation meetings in Mankato. Scott, Henry, Randy, and Deanna bring so much passion 

and energy to TPE it is no wonder they already have 110 members. Quite impressive for a single year! 

 

 

In 2010 we began our journey to accreditation by the Land Trust Alliance. Only 130 land trusts in the United States have achieved 

accreditation. Only one land trust in Wisconsin, one in Minnesota, and one in Illinois have achieved this status. Achieving accredited 

status means that governance, financial management and land management procedures meet the stringent standards set forth by the 

Land Trust Accreditation Commission.  It is an arduous, time-consuming process, but it will demonstrate to grant-makers and our 

donors our ability to operate in an ethical, legal and technically sound manner. 

 

With the incredible and enduring support of our members and funders, we accomplished so much. Yet we have so much more to do. 

You can help make the next two decades even better! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evanne Hunt, TPE President 
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THE PRAIRIE ENTHUSIASTS  
 

The Prairie Enthusiasts, Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.  Thus, contributions to The Prairie Enthusiasts are tax 

deductible.  We are governed by a Board of Directors that meets bimonthly, and we hold an annual general membership meeting. 

 

We are a grassroots, volunteer-based organization of citizens concerned with the maintenance and recovery of the prairie, oak 

savanna, and associated fire-dependent ecosystems of Wisconsin, northern Illinois, and southeast Minnesota.  We are the only 

conservation group in our region dedicated solely to the perpetuation of the last remnants of the regionôs once vast prairies and 

savannas.  Of the original millions of acres, less than 1% survive today. 

 

We pursue our mission for the enjoyment, education, and biological welfare of people today and for generations to come, as well as 

for the sake of the prairies and savannas themselves.  The sites we seek to protect and manage are the last remaining warehouses of 

genetic material and historical blueprints of nearly vanished ecosystems.  

 

We operate with a sense of urgency, for these last remnants are rapidly disappearing.  The causes of their continued decline range 

from direct destruction to benign neglect.  Our surveys indicated that probably no more than 20% of what little is left of these 

ecosystems are secure in a protected and managed status.  There is much we can do to salvage these fire-dependent ecosystems.  As 

devastated as our prairie and savanna natural heritage is, there is still great potential for its recovery and long-term survival, if we act 

now.  

 

The Prairie Enthusiastsô goals and activities do not duplicate that of any other group.  Instead, we are complementary; picking up 

where other broader based conservation groups such as state agencies, The Nature Conservancy, and other local land trusts leave off.  

We work closely with these and other groups to make sure our efforts are as efficient as possible.  

 

Originally formed in 1987 as the Southwest Wisconsin Prairie Enthusiasts, we officially became The Prairie Enthusiasts, Inc. in 1993.  

Our membership as of December 31, 2010 totaled 1,079.  Each year we continue to increase not only our membership, but also the 

levels of membership.  Our Bump-Up Campaign ï an initiative to ask members to renew at a higher membership level ï was started in 

2006.  Each year between 60 and 90 members ñbumped upò to a higher level membership for a total of 223 in three years.  With the 

addition of our Pasque Flower membership level in 2010, there are now nine levels, ensuring one fits your commitment to TPE, your 

personality and your budget.   Membership dues help spread the word about prairies and oak savannas ï their dire predicament, but 

also about our victories.   

 

2010 was another year of growth for TPE ï we added yet another new chapter, the Many Rivers chapter, encompassing, Blue Earth, 

Nicollet, Brown, Faribault, Freeborn, Martin, Waseca, Watonwan counties in Minnesota.  We are structured into ten chapters covering 

29 counties in Wisconsin, 3 counties in Illinois, and 17 counties in Minnesota.   
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The chapters are: 

 

Chippewa Savannas Chapter (Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin Counties in Wisconsin) 

Coulee Region Chapter (Buffalo, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Trempealeau, Vernon Counties in Wisconsin) 

Empire-Sauk Chapter (Columbia, Dane, Sauk Counties in Wisconsin) 

Many Rivers Chapter (Blue Earth, Nicollet, Brown, Faribault, Freeborn, Martin, Waseca, Watonwan Counties in Minnesota) 

Northwest Illinois Chapter (Carroll, Jo Daviess, Stephenson Counties in Illinois) 

Prair ie Bluff Chapter (Green, LaFayette, Rock Counties in Wisconsin) 

Prairie Sands Chapter (Adams, Green Lake, Juneau, Marquette, Portage, Waupaca, Waushara Counties in Wisconsin) 

Prairie Smoke Chapter (Dodge, Fillmore, Houston, Mower, Olmstead, Steele, Wabasha, Winona Counties in Minnesota) 

St. Croix Valley Chapter (Pierce, Polk, St. Croix Counties in Wisconsin and Washington County in Minnesota) 

Southwest Chapter (Crawford, Grant, Iowa, Richland Counties in Wisconsin) 

 

The Glacial Prairie Chapter has petitioned TPE to be considered as a new chapter.  The proposal includes the counties of Waukesha, 

Walworth, Racine, Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Jefferson in Southeast Wisconsin.  It is anticipated the Board will approve the chapterôs 

application early in 2011.  
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LAND PROTECTION AND INVENTORY  
 

In 2010 The Prairie Enthusiasts took title of the 138 acre Borah Creek Prairie in Grant County, Wisconsin, previously held by The 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy. Borah Creek contains dry-prairie remnants that support what is considered the largest federally-

threatened unprotected prairie bush-clover (Lespedeza leptostachya) habitat in Wisconsin.  Over 500 plants have been recorded in past 

surveys.  The prairie bush-clover is considered a Midwest endemic species ï a plant that is only found in the tallgrass prairie region of 

Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and Illinois. Borah Creek Prairie was acquired through many partnerships and cooperative efforts, 

including funding from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the State of Wisconsin Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Program and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the addition of the Borah Creek Prairie, The Prairie Enthusiasts owns 24 natural area preserves totaling approximately 1,148.96 

acres.  We hold conservation easements on another 834 acres at nine sites.  The appraised value of this land is over $8 million.  We 

have also acquired and transferred to other conservation groups two easements (146 acres total) and the title to a 144-acre parcel, for a 

grand total of protected land to date of 2,273.26 acres.  In addition, we have formal management agreements with property owners on 

private sites to manage over 1,500 acres.      


